





voting has to do with the fact that it's a new
experience. For most of them, Huter says,
becoming a voter is an enjoyable rite of pas-
sage. Once the milestone has been achieved,
Hurteer says, voting isnt a mystical process
where people disappear into voting booths at
city halls and churches. It becomes something
natural, and ic’s then thac young people get
socialized to the process.

*You vote once, you know where to go, you
think, ‘I know when to go,” and ics okay. It’s
not a big deal,” he says.

Even 1SU students who aren’t apolitical aren't
sure theyre going to show up to vote. Aaron
Fishter, producer of the campus television’s
“Politics Unlimited.” is a self-described politi-
cal junkie, but by late September, he still was-
n't sure if he was going to cast “a protest vote”
because none of the candidates suits him.

Fishter, junior in management information
svstems from Churdan, la., says he hears the
same things from scudents about voting. “As far
as college students go, people are busy. A lot of
students sav, ‘Frankly. I shouldnt be voring
because | don't know the issues.” At this point,
there are no issues chat young
people, that students really care
abouc.”

Its a recurring theme: The
cconomy’s good, there’s no war,
unemploymencs low, and one of
the biggest social problems is
Hollywood raising  America’s
kids. Because the country’s not in
crisis, people aren’t inspired w0
vote, Fishter says. “Young people
don't vote, that’s true. Bur older
people dont care about policics
either.”

Fishter believes something chac
many national pundits are say-
ing: This clection isn’t ahout issues buc abour
personalities. In terms of the major-party can-
didartes, that means a Texas good ol boy versus
a vice president who's been lampooned since
Day One as a wooden, unlikable stiff.

As tor whom he thinks is more personable,
Fisheer says he agrees with Gov. Ventura: “Bush
is the kind of guy youd like to go fishing with.”
As for Gore, Fishter subscribes to the theory
that Gore is imminently more likable than he
appears in the media.

udy Tofilon thinks Gore's a likable guy;

i’s met him more than 20 times. He

as described Tipper Gore as an any-

bodys mother type, and the former president
of “"Cyclones for Gore” once was so excitedly
flustered when he introduced Democraric
adviser James Carville that he finally spat out
“He's just the man.” Tofilon is passionate about
the Democratic Party but he knows how try-
ing it can be to get people to listen to your
cause. “Every day was frustrating,” he now says.
Totilon, like the rest of America, has heard

that Gore's not a personable kind of guy, an
assertion that he takes issuc with. “I think that
Gore is one of the coolest guys to talk to. He's
not fake; he’s exactly how he is. He acts like
himself, which is somebody thats very intelli-
gene but also a person with a good sense of
humor.”

Tofilon, junior in journalism and mass com-
munication, reconsiders his choice of the word
“frustrating” when describing whart ic’s like o
get  students o ger out the vote.
“Discouraging” is what he picks instead.

“It’s discouraging that my generation that has
an abundance of opinions on every issue docs-
n't vote,” he says. “If you are so outspoken, the
first thing you do is vote. Everything else is sec-
ondary. Voting is how democracy works.”

The lowest voter turnout for young people
(18 to 24 year olds) in American history was in
1998. Tofilon says he doesnt see anything
changing with this election, adding thar ics
probably “going to be decided by 10 percent of
the population.”

Because he loves politics, Tofilon has been
involved in GSB for the past two years. Last

year he was a senartor, and this year he’s director
of intergovernmental affairs, which in layman’s
speak means he was one of the GSB officials
who was working very, very hard to try and
lobby the state Board of Regents for a reason-
able tuition increase.

Getting 1SU students interested in - politics
on a local level is easier than getting them inter-
ested on a national level, Tofilon says. “The
issues are different, with tuidon and appropri-
ation and scudents’ righes, they directly affect
them.”

ny Americans skipped this years

Jemocratic and Republican conven-

ions, believing they were phony pep
rallies or else sleep-inducing.

For Cynthia Schofield, it was a different sorc
of experience. The second-year senior in polic-
ical science landed an internship with the
Republican National Committee (RNC) in
Washington D.C. this summer. The job took
her to Philadelphia in late July to support the
nomince Bush at one of the most diverse

Republican conventions ever, although some
members of the media questioned whether the
show was authentic.

Schoficeld didn't have cynical thoughts about
the convendon. She came back 1o Ames ready
to take over as chairwoman of “Students for
Bush.” an ISU organization devoted to getting
the Texas governor elected. “That [the conven-
tion] was amazing, to get to be in the middle of
it,” she says.

Unlike Tofilon, Schofield’s never mer the
man whose campaign she’s promoting to other
ISU students. “I've been maybe two feet away
from him,” she says, adding she wished she had
gotten to meet him during last vears lowa
Caucus, because now the closest she can get o
him is 100 feet. “Theres so much security
around him now,” she says.

Schofield has been heavily involved in the
College Republicans since she transferred to
ISU after spending two years arttending the
University of Northern lowa. In late
September, she was just getting ready to starc
heavily promoting Bush. Although she proba-
bly hasn't had much chance to become cynical

about trying t get people
involved, she sounds enthusiastic
about Bush’s campaign.
Schofield knows students don't
vote in the numbers they could.
“Because we have such a large
country, a lot of voung people
think their vote doesn't mateer,
and thars the reason you get
some of the people in office that
you do,” she says.
She heard something about
young people and voting during
a briefing in D.C. this summer
thac she thinks rings true. “With
kids our age, we're going out and
volunteering in the community more than any
other generation, but even though there is
more volunteering, there’'s a lower voter
turnout rate, which may be because they think
their civic duty is being fulfilled,” Schoficld
says.

Volunteering's well and good, but Schofield
doesn't think getting educated about the candi-
dates and issues is that big of a commitment for
college students to make. “Read the paper at
least maybe once a week, flip on the world
news or the national news or the local news at
five for a half an hour.” she says. “Voting is
going to where your precinct is, and it takes
maybe five or ten minuces.”

would take abour five or ten minutes for

SU students to vote in GSB clections, too,

e they never come out to the polls in

droves. Except, of course, during the 1967 elec-
tion.

Journalism professor Eric Abbott was editor

of the Daily in '67 during the election season

that brought Don Smiths name statewide
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