


got juice

Founded in October 2007 by CEO Matt Ivester,
a Duke University alumnus, juicycampus.com
is a place where students across the country can
anonymously post salacious gossip on the Internet,
without fear of it being traced back to them. Much
like a real-life Gossip Girl novel, students now
have to deal with what happens when a rumor gets
published for almost anyone to read.

“I knew I wanted to start an Internet site,” Ivester
says. “I thought that the college market might be a
really good place for me. I was only a couple years
out of school, and while I may not have had as much
business experience, I certainly knew the college
market better than [my competitors] would.

“I tried to focus my ideas around the college
students, and I realized that even two years out
of school, I loved hearing stories from my college
days. . .stuff with your friends, about the dumb stuft
we do on the weekends or the best frat parties or
the about the college professors we had. It occurred
to me that every day, on every college campus, every
group of friends has these same great stories, so why
not create a place online where people can share this
ridiculous, hilarious things—and Juicy Campus was
born.”

With more than 10,000 requests from people
to have their campus added, Ivester realized he had
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something big on his hands. Since its introduction
to the ISU campus in October, most people whose
names have been posted are reluctant to even
acknowledge the site, afraid that increased publicity
will only further tarnish their names.

“I will not be doing an interview for your article,”
one female ISU student writes in an e-mail. “I think
it is extremly [sic] rude that you would contact me
and ask me to do an interview. Writing an article
about juicy campus will only encourage people to
look at it and write rediulous [sic] lies about people.
That trashy website has the potenial [sic] to ruin not
only individual reputations but the reputation of our
entire Greek community. The website needs to be
taken down before it causes any more trouble on the
Iowa State campus. If you write this article it will
only cause more drama. Would you please reconsider
writing this article?”

Whether students like it or not, Ivester says he
has no plans to start censoring the Web site any time
soon. It has always been Juicy Campus’belief that
students are posting what they deem interesting and
appropriate, and censorship is not the answer.

“Gossip has been around forever,” Ivester says.
“This really isn’t something new, As people are
spending more and more time online, gossip is
moving online. We wanted people to feel free to
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