
The avIAn Archives of Iowa 
& Frederic Leopold

Anita Kay (presenter) & Erin Anderson (Project Coordinator)
Iowa State University

Parks Library

https://avian.lib.iastate.edu/

https://avian.lib.iastate.edu/


Frederic Leopold (1895 – 1989) of Burlington, Iowa
• Ran the family’s business
• Studied wood duck nesting 
• His property and nesting 

boxes resulted in ~ 5,000 
hatchlings



Frederic’s Home
Burlington, Iowa



Wood Duck Management and Research Symposium, December 8-9, 1965



Wood Duck Predation



Wood Duck Predation



Nesting Boxes / Letters



Nesting Boxes / Letters



In opposition to Ducks Unlimited



Letter from A. Starker Leopold, UC-Berkley Museum of Vertebrate Zoology



Letter from Ray Warner



Volume 1 of Wood Duck Nesting Records: 
Trek of the Woodducks, by Edith Leopold, Jr. 



Frederic Leopold & John Hale, Upper Mississippi River 
near Two Key (Turkey?) Island



About the avIAn Project

• Web portal for Iowa ornithological primary sources dating from 1895-2012

• Includes ~10,000 objects from eight collections at ISU Library Special Collections:
• Big Bluestem Audubon Society
• Woodward Hart Brown Papers
• Philip A. DuMont Papers
• Fairfield Bird Club Records
• Iowa Ornithological Association Records
• Iowa Ornithologists’ Union Records
• Frederic Leopold Papers
• Walter M. Rosene, Sr. Papers

• Funded by the Council on Library and Information Resources (CLIR) Digitizing Hidden Collections 
grant

University Library



Objectives:
• Increased Access – high quality ornithology collections currently only accessible to onsite 

visitors, some collections have restricted access due to physical condition of materials

• Comprehensive Materials Selection – All material relevant to Iowa birds digitized from each 
collection, not just specific documents or images

• Interdisciplinary focus – selected materials encompassing both the scientific and the human 
side of bird watching and ornithological study

• Collections as Data – Second layer of metadata for a subset of records using field observation 
data standards (DarwinCore), shared to VertNet

Inspiration:

• North American Bird Phenology Program

• The Field Book Project

University Library

About the avIAn Project

Presenter
Presentation Notes
North American Bird Phenology Program: project of the USGS to scan and transcribe a dataset of roughly 6 million historical bird observations from the 1880s through the 1970sThe Field Book Project: project to catalog and digitize scientific field notes in the Smithsonian Institution Archives, Smithsonian Libraries, and National Museum of Natural History



• ~3,000 rare bird documentations from Iowa Ornithologists’ Union 
collection will receive Darwin Core metadata and be contributed to 
VertNet

• Compiled field notes, illustrations, photographs, and writings 
documenting 35 years of wood duck nesting studies conducted by 
Frederic Leopold at his home in Burlington, IA

• 271 lantern slides (many hand-colored) from Walter Rosene’s bird 
watching trips around Iowa and the Midwest.

• Extensive correspondence illustrating the cultural and social aspects of 
bird watching and the community dynamics of birding clubs in Iowa.

University Library

Collection Highlights



Departments/Units that Contributed to avIAn

• Digital Initiatives

• Special Collections and University Archives
• Preservation

• Metadata Services

• Iowa State University Web Development Services 
• Student Assistants

University Library

Presenter
Presentation Notes
DI: home department for grant, Project Coordinator responsible for managing full grant workflow and communication, uploading final objects and metadata into ContentDM, and conducting external outreach and promotion SCUA: home of archival collections included in project, helped with initial selection of collections, managed transport of collections to preservation, helped with copyright questionsPres: Provided necessary conservation work to physical items before digitization, managed and executed digitization process of all objectsMD: Created DublinCore metadata records for all digitized objects and additional DarwinCore metadata records for a subset of observational objects, Metadata Librarian worked extensively with IT to build the database and metadata exportsWebDev: Developed avIAn database and designed webpageSA: played extremely valuable roles in scanning, metadata, and social media/blog writing



Citations

• F. Leopold, in suit, portrait: https://n2t.net/ark:/87292/w9v97zr3q

• Leopold house, nesting box in tree: https://n2t.net/ark:/87292/w9c824d5p

• Wood duck on nesting house: https://n2t.net/ark:/87292/w9445hb9v

• Ducklings leaving duck house: https://n2t.net/ark:/87292/w9x63b508

• Ducklings in bucket: https://n2t.net/ark:/87292/w93r0ps9r

• Male/female adults in tree https://n2t.net/ark:/87292/w9bg2h926

• Mother duck on eggs in duck house: https://n2t.net/ark:/87292/w9cj87k37

• Recently hatched ducklings with shells: https://n2t.net/ark:/87292/w9h12v69f

• Duckling jumping from duckhouse, below F. Leopolds window: 
https://n2t.net/ark:/87292/w96q1sg7z

• F. Leopold & J. Hale in boat, upper Mississippi River: 
https://n2t.net/ark:/87292/w9vd6p44g

• Snake in nesting box with eggs: https://n2t.net/ark:/87292/w9qn5zb1t

• Snake coming out of nesting box: https://n2t.net/ark:/87292/w9sj19q7v

Letters & documentsPhotographs
• F. Leopold Letter to Sue Schroder in Des Moines: 

https://n2t.net/ark:/87292/w99s1kj9z

• F. Leopold letter to St. Paul Pioneer press, on hunting and duck populations, 
1988 https://n2t.net/ark:/87292/w9wm13t0z

• Paper for duck management and research symposium: 
https://n2t.net/ark:/87292/w9rx93c8w

• Letter from Ray Warner: https://n2t.net/ark:/87292/w9rv0d073

• Letter from A. Starker Leopold: https://n2t.net/ark:/87292/w95717n21

• Wood duck nesting records, 1939 – 1953: 
https://n2t.net/ark:/87292/w98p5v88c

• https://n2t.net/ark:/87292/w98p5v88c

• Report to Wood Duck observers: https://n2t.net/ark:/87292/w9h708053

• Letter regarding Wood Duck house information: 
https://n2t.net/ark:/87292/w91g0ht7s

• F. Leopold Hunting Journal, 1921 – 1942: 
https://n2t.net/ark:/87292/w9df6k31n

• Map of Iowa: https://d36fjmz5qqu02b.cloudfront.net/static/images/iowa.jpg
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