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Fairness in estate and business planning, continued from page 3

every turn that their guiding objective is to be fair 
to the children, some of whom may have gone off 
to college and a career off the farm, others have 
gone off to college and returned to the farm and 
others have married and drifted off to the four 
corners of the world. 

The reward for being transparent and completely 
open may be long in coming, but it will, in almost 

every situation, be warmly regarded and favorably 
referred to after the parents have gone to assisted 
living or departed from this earth. It is perhaps 
the most enduring legacy the parents can leave 
behind.

*Reprinted with permission from the Sept. 21, 2012 issue of 
Agricultural Law Digest, Agricultural Law Press Publications, 
Kelso, Washington. Footnotes not included.

What can we expect in row crop acreage 
in 2013? With the early 2012 harvest, 

thoughts turn to planting intentions for next year.

Iowa and the Corn Belt will likely not plant as 
many acres of corn in 2013 as in 2012. Referring 
to what some call the drought hangover, drought 
gets in people’s minds and lingers for years.

Many farmers want to get their crop rotations back 
in balance after planting more corn-on-corn in 
recent years.

With relatively tight U.S. marketing year end-
ing stocks for both corn and soybeans by August 
2013, any problems in global production, such 
as South America weather, could push farmers to 
plant one crop over another by spring.

Since 2008, the annual corn to soybean planted 
acreage percentage in Iowa tends to run between 
56 percent to 59 percent, favoring corn, and is 
slightly less, 53 percent to 56 percent, for the na-
tion. Expect these percentages to decrease in 2013 
with the likelihood of more soybean acres being 
planted.  

Observers suggest many factors may have contrib-
uted to the shift to more planted corn acres in the 
past, including improved corn genetics, disease/
pest challenges in soybeans, new improved tillage 
equipment, and crop insurance considerations. 
Higher cash rent prices likely favor planting 
corn for the higher net revenue potential. South 
America weather concerns, followed by the U.S. 
drought, ran soybeans to record high prices by 
early September. 

Farmers need to evaluate their own individual 
circumstances. That includes everything from land 
costs, crop rotation issues and price expectations. 
I think the lack of soil moisture and the drought 
experience will weigh heavily on farmers’ minds in 
making 2013 planting decisions.

To help farmers evaluate profi tability for their own 
operation, Iowa State developed a decision tool 
posted to the Ag Decision Maker website, www.
extension.iastate.edu/agdm. The online worksheet 
(A1-80) provides sample fi gures and protected for-
mulas for producers to insert their own numbers 
and determine their own rotation comparisons.

Balance of crop rotations in 2013
by Steven D. Johnson, farm and ag business management specialist, Iowa State 
University Extension, (515) 957-5790, sdjohns@iastate.edu


