
 
 
 
 

Page 1 of 2 
 

© 2013, International Textile and Apparel Association, Inc.  ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 
ITAA Proceedings, #70 – www.itaaonline.org 

 

 

2013 Proceedings       New Orleans, Louisiana 

 

Parachute Dress for Anna 

Morgan Swank, Virginia Commonwealth University, Richmond, VA 

Design, Re-cycle,  

 

My parachute dress is inspired by the life and poetry of Anna Akhmatova. Anna lived in the 
USSR and used her poetry to fight against governmental oppression. In Anna's poems the 
persecution and personal tragedy she has suffered is evident, but through the dark and somber 
works there is still beauty. Using a World War II parachute, I juxtapose the feminine elements 
with a harsh military vibe to show how beauty can be seen when the feminine and the masculine 
merge. 
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