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ILLINOIS
Illinois State University (ISU)
In May, Illinois State University’s
Board of Trustees approved the naming of the ISU Archives as the Dr. Jo
Ann Rayfield Archives of Illinois State
University in honor of her substantial
service and significant contribution to
the University. Rayfield was affiliated
with ISU for 44 years as both a faculty
member and archivist. Her work in
preserving the history of ISU in traditional and nontraditional formats
has raised the profile of the university
across the state and nation. Rayfield
received her Ph.D. from Vanderbilt
University. She was a member of
the Illinois State University History
Department for 32 years, where she
taught and served as the professional
practice coordinator. She became the
University Archivist in 1993, a position she kept until this year. Rayfield
also served as a supervisor for the
Illinois Regional Archives Depository
from 1984 to 2010. She is a member of
the Illinois State Historical Society, an
organization for which she served on
the Board of Directors. http://www
.mlb.ilstu.edu/page/1338/
INDIANA
Purdue University
Purdue’s Bellwether of Diversity: The
Life and Legacy of Dr. Cornell Bell
documents the life and accomplishments of Indiana native and Purdue
faculty member Dr. Cornell Bell. Bell
was director of the Purdue University Business Opportunity Program
(BOP) from 1969 to 2006. This
exhibit follows his life chronologically

through subjects such as his early
life and career, his work at Purdue
University and in the BOP, his legacy
of mentoring and advocating for students, and honors and awards he
received. Photographs and degree certificates from Bell’s early years teaching in Gary, Indiana are included to
document the beginning of his career.
In addition to brochures and articles
explaining the accomplishments
Bell made with the BOP, the exhibit
showcases letters and photographs
from former BOP students, which
demonstrate the devotion they had to
their mentor. Some of the awards and
medals received by Bell and included
in the exhibit are the Sagamore of the
Wabash award, a miniature Wheaties
box on which he appears, and the
M. Beverley Stone Non-Academic
Counseling Award. The exhibit is on
display in Purdue University Libraries, Karnes Archives and Special
Collections Research Center through
December 29. http://www.lib.purdue
.edu/spcol/?page=exhibits
IOWA
Iowa State University
Since early this year, the Special Collections Department has continued
to increase its on-line presence. This
spring the library announced the
launch of its Digital Collections site,
which uses CONTENTdm. The
library’s digital initiatives staff maintains the site. Collections now on-line
include images from the Descartes
Pascal Papers, Alexander Lippisch
Papers, Christian Petersen Papers,
George Washington Carver Collection, Sketch (student literary magazine), the Bomb (student yearbook),

and University Photographs. Materials continually are being added, so
check back often! Collections that
will be added in the future include
Civil War diaries and issues of early
Iowa seed company catalogs, which
often are used for student projects.
http://www.lib.iastate.edu/spcl/LDC/
home.html
A departmental blog highlighting
news and collections from the
Special Collections Department
and University Archives also was
started. One exciting new collection
announced on the blog was a recently
acquired nineteenth century journal
that describes a hunting trip across
northern Iowa, complete with a
prairie fire and wolf visit. A transcript
was created and scans were made of
the fragile journal, written in pencil.
Scribd was used to put the transcript
and journal images on-line (Scribd
will continue to be used for standalone materials). The student who
worked on the journal’s transcript
also wrote a blog entry describing the
journal and her experience. To visit the
blog, visit http://isuspecialcollections
.wordpress.com/
KENTUCKY
Kentucky Department for
Libraries and Archives
The Archives Month Coordinating
Committee, under the direction of
the Kentucky State Historical Records Advisory Board, met in March
to begin preparations for this year’s
October celebration. The theme is
“Horses,” in honor of Kentucky’s rich
equestrian heritage. Kentucky Ar(Continued on page 16)
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chives Month also coincides with the
2010 Alltech FEI World Equestrian
Games, which will be held in Kentucky later this year. The Kentucky
Archives Month Web site is http://
archivesmonth.ky.gov/. Please check
the Web site for state-wide events or
submit your own event. The site also
has a planning guide to assist you
in planning your Archives Month
activities. We encourage all Kentucky
archival and manuscript repositories
to commemorate Archives Month
in some way—with an open house,
workshop, featured speaker, exhibit,
or tour.
MICHIGAN
Historical Society of Michigan
(HSM)
On July 7, the HSM moved to new
quarters. Located at 5815 Executive
Drive on the south side of Lansing,
the new office offers needed space
for the society and its subsidiary,
Michigan History Magazine L3C,
to better serve its members and subscribers as well as accommodate the
organization’s program and growth
needs. The new office features six
thousand square feet of space and
includes an education room that can
accommodate workshops and lectures
plus space for the HSM’s Michigan
history library collection. Phone and
fax numbers will remain the same
for both organizations. http://www
.hsmichigan.org/
Wayne State University
In June, WatRUfightn4, a video
produced by Matrix Human Services
and Wayne State University with the
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support of numerous metropolitan
Detroit organizations, received an
Emmy from the Michigan Chapter
of the National Academy of Television Arts & Sciences in the societal
concern category. Walter P. Reuther
Library staff provided archival footage and images for the video, and
library director Mike Smith cowrote
the script and served on the planning
committee. The video aims to inspire
civic engagement and social activism
in high school students by sharing the
story of UAW Past President Walter
P. Reuther as well as local community
activists today. The video, which can
be viewed on the project Web site, and
companion guide have been distributed to civics teachers in all Detroit
high schools. http://watrufightn4.org/
The Reuther recently has opened
several labor and urban collections.
T h e J a m e s L i n d a h l Pa p e r s ,
1930s–1950s, includes publications
related to unionism, workers rights,
and social causes. The Detroit
Renaissance Records, 1974–1993,
document the non-profit organization
of business and community leaders,
which was formed in 1970 to focus
on the redevelopment of Detroit
following the city’s 1967 riots. The
Michigan Coalition for Human
Rights Records, 1975–2005, records
the activities and operations of this
organization, which was founded
by Detroit-area religious leaders
representing a broad range of JudeoChristian and Muslim denominations
and was dedicated to improving race
relations in the Detroit area and
promoting social justice and other
liberal causes. http://www.reuther
.wayne.edu/

MINNESOTA
Minnesota Historical Society
(MHS)
The MHS is pleased to announce
its receipt of a Basic Project grant
from the NHPRC in the amount of
$193,357, which significantly will
support, by hiring three archival
processors, a $500,000, 18-month
project to process the society’s unprocessed archival collections. The
project targets a 4,600 cubic foot aggregation of government records and
manuscript collections, which largely
are hidden from our audiences. By
arranging and describing these collections and series to generally accepted
minimal standards, using economical
practices that now are well tested, we
expect to make our archival holdings
Web-discoverable, and to drive reading room use at MHS significantly.
The project will become the focus of
the archival processing staff ’s work
through 2011. Project staff members
expect to produce or revise at least
500 MARC21 catalog records and
300 EAD finding aids over the course
of the project. A retrieval analysis of
archival materials has been underway
for the past year and will be used to
help evaluate the audience impact
of rapidly exposing more archival
materials to Web-scale discovery and
access. http://www.mnhs.org/
St. Cloud State University
Archives
The St. Cloud State archives received
a $5,562 Minnesota Historical and
Cultural Grant to digitize 93 issues
of Normalia, a monthly student newspaper that was published between
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1892 and 1904. Once digitized,
Normalia will appear on Minnesota
Reflections, the Web portal of the
Minnesota Digital Library. http://
lrts.stcloudstate.edu/library/special/
archives/
OHIO
University of Cincinnati
The University of Cincinnati Libraries have received a $314,258 grant
from the National Endowment for
the Humanities (NEH) to digitize
the correspondence and photographs
of Albert B. Sabin, developer of the
oral polio vaccine and Distinguished
Service Professor at the University of
Cincinnati College of Medicine and
Children’s Hospital Research Foundation from 1939 to 1969. Stephanie
L. Moll Bricking was named the

Albert B. Sabin Archivist for the
grant. The documents include 35,000
letters between Sabin and political,
cultural, social, and scientific leaders
around the world, and one thousand
photographs which document the
worldwide events and activities that
were part of Sabin’s crusade to eradicate polio. The materials are part of
the Hauck Center for the Albert B.
Sabin Archives. They reside in the
Henry R. Winkler Center for the
History of the Health Professions
where they have been organized and
preserved with the support of the
John Hauck Foundation. Digitization will be completed in June 2013.
The digitized documents and images
will be freely available on-line and a
finding aid will be available. http://
libraries.uc.edu/hsl/history/

WISCONSIN
University of Wisconsin–
Milwaukee
The Archives Department recently
opened for research the papers of
Yehuda Yannay, American-Israeli
composer, conductor, and media artist
known for his multi-media, avantgarde compositions. The collection
includes scores and individual parts
for more than one hundred of his
works, as well as composition notes,
lecture materials, and associated
artifacts, such as a straight jacket
for “Houdini’s 9th, Theater Piece
for Double Bass and Escape Artist.”
http://www4.uwm.edu/Library/arch/
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