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Festival promotes local produce
BY SAGE.SMITH
@iowastatedaily.com
The fifth annual ISU Local Food
Festival: An Adventure in Eating and
Community brought information about
local produce to thousands of Iowa State
students and faculty Wednesday on
Central Campus.
A total of 32 tents were set up along
Central Campus, each with an Iowa business or Iowa State student organization
to showcase the importance of local produce at the food festival.
In some tents, representatives or students were handing out free food samples
or selling locally grown and produced
products such as baked bread and cookies.
“It was cool to see that each of the
booths [showed] how far the food had
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The ISU Local Food Festival: An Adventure in Eating and Community took place Wednesday on Central Campus. Vendors and student organizations demonstrated the importance of local produce.

Student
voting rates
jump in 2018
midterms
BY JAKE.WEBSTER
@iowastatedaily.com
Iowa State students voted in the 2018 midterm elections at a rate nearly double their 2014
midterm turnout rate.
The student voter turnout rate at Iowa State
in 2018 was 40.6 percent, compared to 22.6
percent in 2014, per the National Study of
Learning, Voting, and Engagement. This spike
in turnout coincided with a national voter turnout spike from 36.4 percent in 2014 to 50.3
percent in 2018, meaning Iowa State students
had a greater spike in voter turnout than the
country as a whole.
Furthermore, the turnout rate at Iowa State

IOWA STATE DAILY
A sign is posed outside of Collegiate United Methodist Church on Lincoln Way to let members
of the Ames community that it is a voting location for the primary elections.

was 1.5 percent higher than all higher education institutions across the country, according
to the study. Among voters aged 18-21 at Iowa
State, turnout jumped from 18 percent to 34.9
percent. Undergraduate student voter turnout

WE ACCEPT

4 locations in Ames
and Story City

jumped by a greater percentage than graduate
students, but graduate students still had a 4.5
percent higher voter turnout rate at 40.1 percent, according to the study.
Students in “public administration and

99

social service professions” fields of study had
the highest voter turnout rate, at 63.6 percent,
while those in “computer and information
sciences” had the lowest voter turnout rate, at
28.9 percent.
Turnout among eligible “upper-level” students in 2018 was highest — with 38.2 percent
voting, 33.2 percent of sophomores voted and
30.4 percent of first year students going to the
polls — turnout increases of 17 percent, 16 percent and 15.5 percent from 2014 respectively.
In line with national trends — women students at Iowa State turnout out to vote in 2018
at a higher rate than men. 39.6 percent of eligible women turned out to vote at Iowa State,
compared to 33.2 percent of men.
Part-time students at Iowa State voted at a
rate near the national level, with 50.8 percent
voting in 2018, an increase of 13.1 percent from
2014. 35 percent of full-time students voted in
2018, an increase of 16.4 percent from 2014.
Vote Everywhere is a student organization
at Iowa State with goals including increasing
voter turnout and ensuring students are registered to vote.
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CALENDAR

FEATURE PHOTO

9.26.19
Human Sciences Art Walk: Into the Courtyard, Lagomarcino Hall, Courtyard at 12 p.m.

This four-part series are in-depth art walks to discover the public art in the Department of Human
Sciences buildings.

Retirement reception: Nancy Guthrie,
Room 302 Catt Hall at 3:30 p.m. Nancy Guthrie,
director of LAS Study Abroad, is retiring after 22
years at Iowa State. A brief program will begin at
4 p.m.

Happy Outdoor Painting Workshop, Workspace, Memorial Union at 5:30 p.m. Create the

kind of world you want to see in this oil painting
class ala Bob Ross. Follow Levi Chytka using weton-wet oil painting technique on a canvas with
basic tools. Immerse yourselves in the happy trees,
little squirrels, and warm sun on the MU terrace on
the west side of the building (Rain location is the
Workspace).

Documentary: Stolen Education, 198 Parks
Library at 6 p.m. This film documents the untold
story of Mexican-American school children who
challenged discrimination in Texas schools in the
1950’s and changed the face of education in the
Southwest. Brian Behnken, associate professor of
history, will lead a Q&A after the screening.

Cyclone Cinema: Art of Self-Defense, Carver
101 at 7 p.m. A dark comedy centered around the

world of karate. After being attacked on the street
Casey enlists himself in a local dojo to learn how to
defend himself.

Performance: Comedian Nick Offerman,
Stephens Auditorium at 7 p.m. Comedian and

actor Nick Offerman returns to Stephens Auditorium with his tour “All Rise.” Offerman is perhaps
best known for his television roles in “Parks and
Recreation” and “Fargo.”

CAITLIN YAMADA/ IOWA STATE DAILY
Public art
Pieces of paper spelling out “Broken Spaces” was taped to a lone standing wall at the
construction spot on Lincoln Way between Welch Ave. and Hayward Ave.

POLICE BLOTTER
9.24.19

9.25.19

Shelby Kaye Petitfils, age 41, of 312 2 St. - Boone,
Iowa, was arrested and charged with theft in the
fourth degree — robbery from a building— at
Boone County Jail (reported at 6:56 a.m.).

Brenten Micheal Davisson, age 31, of 143 Sheldon Ave. - Ames, Iowa, was arrested and charged
with driving under suspension at 2650 Lincoln Way
(reported at 12:23 a.m.).

IOWA STATE DAILY
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Jackson Cleaning Service

CORRECTIONS
The Iowa State Daily welcomes comments
and suggestions or complaints about errors
that warrant correction.

To submit a correction, please contact our
editor at 515-294-5688 or via email at editor@
iowastatedaily.com.

Crossword

YESTERDAY’S ANSWERS

•Residential Cleaning
•Getting Your Home
Ready For the Market

Across
1 Like much Oscar-night attire
5 Under-the-sink installation
10 Take a shine to?
14 Jazz singer Horne
15 Island near Curaçao
16 1930s migrant to California
17 Far __
18 River where Romulus and Remus

were abandoned
19 Hot
20 *Garden display
23 Oklahoma tribe
24 Sends regrets
28 Crazed Muppet drummer
31 Bright light
33 Bamboozled
34 *Paper fastener
36 Where Andy Capp ‘angs ‘is ‘at
37 Noggin
38 Go in haste
39 Stretch
40 Med. lab letters
41 *Feature of some kilts
45 Actor Wallach
46 Creatures of habit?
47 Unfancy to the max?
48 Ready to be served
50 Three French horns, in a Prokofiev classic
51 Electrician’s covers, and a hint to
the ends of the answers to starred
clues
57 Take a verbal shot at
60 Small porch
61 Sitarist Shankar
62 Busy
63 Mel-Tones frontman
64 Place for the first 42-Down?
65 Opens, as a car trunk
66 Sprinter’s asset
67 Stinky

Down
1 Pitch indicator
2 Get back on one’s feet

294-4120

Retail Advertising
294-2403

by the Mepham Group

Complete the grid so each row, column
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains
every digit, 1 to 9.
For strategies on how to solve Sudoku,
visit www.sudoku.org.uk
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Sudoku

3 “You are __ much trouble!”
4 Supervillain with a whip
5 Pounds a beat
6 Sheer nonsense
7 Hick
8 Disable the security system for, say
9 Lightweight umbrella
10 Domineering
11 Maui strings
12 Tough spot
13 Tina of “Date Night”
21 Abbr. for the nameless?
22 Shipping route
25 Patronize
26 Jet legend
27 Danish seaport
28 Moseys
29 Compass point?
30 Venezia’s land
31 Innocents
32 Foil kin
35 Deli slicing request
39 Old salt
41 More than suspected
42 Colony residents
43 Sat (down) ungracefully
44 Hang out in the hammock
49 USAF E-6’s
50 Question before “Yeah, you!”
52 ‘Vette roof option
53 Pear remnant
54 “Yay, me!”
55 Neck and neck
56 Hole on the green
57 Static jolt
58 Skater Midori
59 Swig
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The faces of People to People
BY LYDIA.SAMUELSON
@iowastatedaily.com

SAGE SMITH/ IOWA STATE DAILY

Danielle Elliot, sophomore in event management.

DANIELLE ELLIOT
Major: event management
Minors: business, journalism and mass
communication
Year: sophomore
What are you hoping to get out of this career
fair?
“I sort of have an internship lined up for the
summer already, but it’s always a good idea to just
talk to employers that you could potentially be
interested in. You know, network and just make
sure that your name isn’t unfamiliar the next time
you wanna apply for something. It’s really great
interview practice as well, it’s just working on
your confidence to talk to employers.”
Do you have any advice for people coming to
the career fair?
“I would say just don’t be too nervous or if
you are really nervous maybe talk to a company
you’re not super interested in first just to kind of

SAGE SMITH/ IOWA STATE DAILY
Bennet Vanderveer, senior in religious studies.

SAGE SMITH/ IOWA STATE DAILY
Daisy Lopez, open option freshman.

SAGE SMITH/ IOWA STATE DAILY
Michael D’Agostini, junior in pre-business.

work out your jitters, but usually the employers
are really excited to talk to you, so just be yourself and ask them questions you actually want to
know the answers to.”
What companies are you excited about today?
“Today I’ve talked to Camp Foster (YMCA),
which is like a YMCA (the Y) camp in Okoboji,
and then I talked to Fair Hills Resort and then
I have a couple more camps or corporate businesses I was gonna talk to.”
Are you using any type of approach or speech
when you come up to an employer?
“I just say my name, grade, major, something
that’s sort of about me and then I sort of ask
them a question about them or their business.”

What are you hoping to get out of the career
fair?
“I’m just hoping to talk to a few employers and
get an idea of how my skill-set might be useful to
them. Just something that I can’t really do online
itself per say, just to also just kind of get my face
out there. Maybe I’ll get an internship or a fulltime position, if I’m lucky, but really this is just
more so about the experience of just getting me
a bit more known. Just getting the knowledge of
what I should be saying.”
What kind of companies are you looking into?
“There’s a few insurance firms that look rather
interesting [that] I feel like I could be applicable to. If there’s any sort of government-related
organizations as well I’ve been kind of looking
around for, those are the ones that really interest
me the most. I’d really love to help all sorts of
walks of life people.”

Is this your first time at a career fair?
“Yes. Right now I’m studying FCEDF. It’s
family consumer sciences education.”
Are you nervous? What about?
“A little bit. I don’t really know exactly what to
do, or what questions I should be asking.”
Is there anything you’re looking out for?
Specific employers?
“Mainly just in the education side. So, not
really specifically, but just more toward that.”

BENNETT VANDERVEER
Major: religious studies
Year: senior
Is this your first time at the career fair here?
“No, it’s not my first time, but it is my first time
as a religious studies major. I used to be CPRE
(computer engineering).”

DAISY LOPEZ
Major: open option (LAS)
Year: freshman

MICHAEL D’AGOSTINI
Major: pre-business
Year: sophomore
Is there anything you’re looking for today?
“An internship in finance.”
What kind of companies are you looking into?
“I’ve looked at J.B. Hunt, I’ve looked at Kohl’s,
Spreetail (DCC, LLC.)”
Do you have any advice for people coming to
the career fairs?
“Meet as many people as you can and do your
research beforehand. That really helps.”

Students of Business, Industry and Technology
BY AMBER.FRIEDRICHSEN
AND MOLLY.MILDER
@iowastatedaily.com

AMBER FRIEDRICHSEN/ IOWA STATE DAILY
Alexa Strickler, junior in marketing.

ALEXA STRICKLER
Major: marketing
Year: junior
What were your goals when coming to the
career fair?
“Coming to [the] career fair this year, I’m
really looking to get an internship. Something
to just broaden my professional career, get all
aspects of business and just to be able to get
outside of the classroom.”
Why do you think Iowa State hosts career
fairs?
“I think they host one of the best career
fairs honestly, I think they have a really good
representation of all the companies within
the Midwest and even broader than that. I
think Iowa State produces a lot of good students that have high work ethic and so they’re
eager to get out and the chance to talk to
employers and companies — it’s a really good
opportunity.”
What kind of companies are you trying to

AMBER FRIEDRICHSEN/ IOWA STATE DAILY
Daniel Essiem, a freshman in pre-business.

AMBER FRIEDRICHSEN/ IOWA STATE DAILY
Joseph Mathieu, a sophomore in pre-business.

connect with today?
“I want to connect with companies that
really invest in their interns and their employees. Not just someone that they can get work
out of, but someone that they actually want
long term and a company that has a nice
culture.”

much time I’ll spend.”

DANIEL ESSIEM
Major: pre-business
Year: freshman
Coming into career fair, what are some
things that you’re looking forward to?
“I look forward to getting an internship or
just any job opportunities that are available.”
How are you planning to make yourself
stand out from others?
“I got my resume, but I feel like I already
have a 30 second elevator speech. I think that
employers will probably like it.”
How much time do you think you’ll spend
here today?
“I’m actually going to go through all of
the different companies, so depends on how
many companies there are — that ’s how

JOSEPH MATHIEU
Major: pre-business
Year: sophomore
What are your goals in attending the career
fair today?
“I am hoping to meet a new branch of
employers and hopefully get my name out
there and just see where that takes me.”
What kind of companies are you looking
for today?
“I don’t have any off the top of my head.
I’m just going to go in here and just talk to
pretty much as many as I can.”
How much time are you looking to spend
here?
“At least an hour and a half. I want to talk
to at least three employers and get good conversations with them.”
Why do you think Iowa State hosts career
fairs like this?
“I think it’s a great way for students to create
opportunities for themselves and it’s a good
way to get their name out there and network.”

MOLLY MILDER/ IOWA STATE DAILY
Becca Hoefer, freshman in pre-business.

BECCA HOEFER
Major: pre-business
Year: freshman
What advice would you give to other students coming to the fair?
“I would say dress nice, don’t be afraid to
look the companies up ahead of time, and
don’t be afraid to take a lap around before
walking up and talking to somebody.”
What companies were you looking for?
“ I w a s l o ok i n g f o r c om p a n i e s n e a r
Dubuque, Iowa, which is my hometown.
I talked to Rite-Hite, [ John] Deere and
Cottingham & Butler.”
Why do you think the fair is important?
“It’s a great way to get out and meet people
and for a freshman, like myself, to just start
talking to people and get the sense of recruiting and getting yourself out there.”
What are you hoping to get out of the
career fair?
“Possibly an internship opportunity, otherwise just experience being able to go up to
people and not be afraid to talk to them and
let them know who I am.”
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Busch Light cuts ties with King
BY JAKE.WEBSTER
@iowastatedaily.com
Carson King gained fame overnight for the sign he held up
visibly during ESPN’s “College
GameDay” Sept. 14 at the
Cy-Hawk game.
The Des Moines Register reports
a discovery of two racist jokes on
King’s Twitter dating back to 2012
when King was a 16-year-old high
school student.
The tweets reportedly compared
black mothers to gorillas and made
light of the Holocaust.
In a statement posted to his
Twitter, King said he was “embarrassed” and “stunned” to reflect on
what he thought was funny at 16.
“Thankfully, high school kids
grow up and hopefully become
responsible and caring adults,”
King said. “I think my feelings
are better summed up by a post
from just 3 years ago: Until we as
a people learn that racism and hate
are learned behaviors, we won’t get
rid of it. Tolerance towards others
is the first step.”
King’s sign said “Busch Light
Supply Needs Replenished
~Venmo~ Carson-King-25.” King
raised $20,000 initially, receiving

COURTESY OF YOUTUBE
Carson King poses with Gov. Kim Reynolds for a selfie at an event where she designated Sept. 27 as “Carson
King Day” in Iowa by proclamation.

more than $1 million in pledged
matching donations after he
dec lared he would donate the
funds to the University of Iowa
Children’s Hospital.
Busch Light said in a tweet they
would send King a “year’s worth
of Busch Light, but first we had
to make sure the cans were for a
King. Let us know where to send
the truck.”
However, the tweet has since
been deleted and Anheuser-Busch

InBev, Busch Light’s parent company, said in a statement they are
ending their association with King,
but they will still donate their
matching funds to the hospital.
Around 8 p.m. Tuesday a petition was created on Change.org
calling on the Des Moines Register
to issue a “front page apology to
Carson King.” The petition had
been signed by more than 26,000
people as of 10:40 p.m. Tuesday.
Fo l l ow i n g t h e d i s c o ve r y o f

since-deleted misogynistic and
racist tweets on the account of
the reporter for The Des Moines
Register who wrote the profile on
King, Aaron Calvin, who has since
set their Twitter to private, the
Register said in a tweet it is “aware
of reports of inappropriate social
media posts by one of our staffers,
and an investigation has begun.”
Register ’s executive editor,
tweeted a statement there was
a discussion about publishing

Memorial Union art moved
BY LOGAN.METZGER
@iowastatedaily.com
Now in room 3228 of the Memorial
Union, the art exhibit “Rebellious
Rendezvous” by Kristin Nowlin was
originally hung in a different room
before being moved. It will remain in
room 3228 until Oct. 6.
The art exhibit, consisting of 24
black and white woodblock prints, was
originally hung in the Gallery in the
Memorial Union, but was moved due
to complaints.
“There were complaints about the
artwork, and what it came down to
was the intent of having the exhibit
in that room did not match what the
impact was,” said Letitia Kenemer, the
Workspace and fine arts coordinator for
the Memorial Union.
According to Kenemer, the Memorial
Union does not have a dedicated gallery
space, only two spaces, the Gallery and
the Pioneer Room, which are primarily
used for events and meetings. This lack
of space can cause problems with people
trying to get in and view the art.
“The other issue with the exhibit
[being where it was] is that people were
required to attend meetings in that
room so they did not have the choice
of whether or not to see the artwork,”
Kenemer said. “That is where the issue
really came to a head.”
In its new space, the exhibit is only
open to the public from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Monday through Friday.
Nowlin said she is pleased Kenemer
found a new space for the exhibit to be
re-hung and she didn’t intend for people
to be offended outright by the exhibit,
but it was intended to create a feeling
of discomfort.

information about King’s tweets
between several Register editors
about how best to proceed.
“Should that material be
included in the profile at all? The
jokes were highly inappropriate
and were public posts,” Hunter
said. “Shouldn’t that be acknowledged to all the people who had
donated money to King’s cause or
were planning to do so? Eventually,
Register editors decided we would
include the information, but at the
bottom of the story.”
According to Hunter’s statement, King “preempted” the information by scheduling a “news conference to discuss his tweets and
express his remorse.”
Since the information became
public knowledge, donations to King’s
Venmo have reportedly increased.
WHOtv sports director Keith
Murphy said in a tweet “[Carson
King’s] Venmo is experiencing a
big spike in fundraising.”
Gov. Kim Reynolds met with
King on Wednesday, and signed a
proclamation declaring Saturday
“Carson King Day” in Iowa, thanking King for his “contributions
to the University of Iowa Stead
Family Children’s Hospital, Iowa
children, and their families.”

Candidate
stops at
Arby’s for
campaign
BY ARIANA SANCHEZ
ariana@iastate.edu
AND CELESTE KI
kceleste@iastate.edu

LOGAN METZGER/ IOWA STATE DAILY
A part of Kristin Nowlin’s exhibit “Rebellious Rendezvous” at Iowa State, this
art piece is titled “Secret Blend: Coffee with Cream.”

“When [Kenemer] told me they
were going to take down the show I
was disappointed but sympathetic to
the use of that space, but I was very
pleased that they were able to find a new
space,” Nowlin said. “I think the work is
intended to make people think, and in
doing so there is a possibility to make
people uncomfortable; I don’t intend it
to be offensive to people. Maybe make
them slightly uncomfortable, but never
offend.”
Before entering the exhibit, there is a
sign describing the exhibit and a statement from Nowlin.
“My current body of work appropriates and re-presents images used in popular ephemera of the 1920s to 1950s,
including, among others, Norfolk and
Western Railroad travel brochures promoting Virginia as ‘the land of romance,
hospitality, and beauty’; Aunt Jemima
Pancake Mix ads; and Maxwell House
Coffee ads,” according to the statement.
“The original, idealized images that
these advertisements featured are challenged and expanded in the black and

white woodblock prints.”
Nowlin said by changing facial
expressions, inserting new characters
or modifying hand gestures, she helps
question attendees’ assumptions and
stereotypes about race and the sentimental tendencies of the print media
she is appropriating.
“While this work is open to interpretation, my underlying criticism of
the nostalgia for that era of our nation’s
history is expressed in subtle, yet derisive, ways, often in the irony of the titles
that are partly or entirely borrowed from
the original commercial sources,” the
statement said.
Nowlin will be discussing her art
pieces at a talk in the same room as the
exhibit, room 3228, at 6 p.m. on Oct. 3.
“I am excited to talk about the
exhibit,” Nowlin said. “I am eager for
people to hear from my voice about the
work and sort of hear what my intentions are and explain what I was thinking about when I made the pieces.”
To learn more about the exhibit and
Nowlin’s work, go to her website..

Former Gov. Mark Sanford,
R-S.C., ended a visit to Iowa
with a campaign stop at noon
Wednesday in Des Moines.
Standing outside an Arby’s
with a “Beef ‘N Cheddar” sandwich in hand, Sanford, also a
former congressman of South
Carolina and 2020 candidate
for the Republican Party’s presidential nomination, spoke with
customers about the upcoming
election before heading off to
the Des Moines International
Airport.
Sanford used his time to have
casual conversations with customers over lunch. After getting
to know them, Sanford asked
which issues were most important to them for next year’s presidential election. Among the
issues discussed, health care and
immigration were mentioned
most frequently.
Many customers wanted to
know more about Sanford’s
campaign and his plans for the
future, and they were open to
discussing issues with him over
the lunch hour.
Sanford announced on Sept. 8
he would run against President

Donald Trump in the 2020
presidential election and his
campaign would focus on fiscal
issues.
The South Carolina
Republican Party’s executive
committee voted to cancel the
state’s 2020 Republican primary
election, ensuring Trump would
receive all the state’s delegates.
“It’s a setback,” Sanford said.
Sanford said that debt and
government spending is front
and center in his campaign.
“It’s been perplexing to me
that nobody’s talking about it,”
Sanford said. “Democrats aren’t
talking about it, Republicans
aren’t talking about it and we’re
walking ourselves toward a
financial crisis.”
Sanford said through his campaign he hopes to find a middle
ground in American politics and
said he thinks conservatives can
go back to traditional ways that
worked for Republican presidents in the past.
“As Americans, we all come
from different starting points
and different advantage points,”
Sanford said. “Recognize that it’s
okay, and a political opponent is
not an enemy.”
Swallow Yan, executive director
for the Chinese Association of
Iowa, has been actively attending
events with different candidates
to learn more about their stances.
“[Sanford’s] answers are pretty
genuine,” Yan said. “He is a business person who knows how
hard it is to make a living and
survive.”
Sanford attended the World
Food and Music Festival on
Sunday in Des Moines, where he
spent the rest of his visit meeting
with Iowans.
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The picket fence dream
Striving for
perfection
blinds us
from reality
BY PEYTON.HAMEL
@iowastatedaily.com
There is a family down the street
you are dangerously envious of
because of their elegantly decorated interior in their colonial home,
loving ambiance, close family connection and marvelously talented
children. The wife probably works as
a real estate agent, while the husband
works at a finance consulting firm in
the city. “This is the life,” we all say at
one point or another. Who wouldn’t
want the perfect, white picket fence
dream instilled in us by our childhood cartoons and children’s novels?
We want to sink in material novelty. Human nature tends to dictate
our subconscious alignment for the
better and for the worse.
Our perception of perfection is
one of the most dangerous ideals we
can have. Our vision is shrouded by
Hallmark movies and social media,
which epitomize our new concept
of perfection and produce unhealthy
goals for one’s lifestyle.
This includes the dream of a

COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA COMMONS
Columnist Peyton Hamel believes striving for perfection, or a white picket fence life, is dangerous. Hamel
urges people to focus on reality to avoid being blinded by perfection.

house with a white picket fence.
Although this perfect family has
their white picket fence and freshly
cut green grass, we forget a basic
important lesson taught by William
Shakespeare in Hamlet: perfect
appearances hide hideous realities.
While our realities are not as

e x t r e m e a s H a m l e t ’s o r d e a r
Ophelia’s, we still have our own
disparaging facts of existences that
blindside us to other’s realities and
our own. We may never know what
happens beyond that white picket
fence. The husband and wife may
make a ruckus in the kitchen or

behind their bedroom doors, while
the children sit behind the doors
listening and watching their parents
break at the seams.
One issue in regard to perfection
is how we perceive it. Perfection is
one of the most subjective topics to
discuss other than religion, politics

and love. Psychologically, our perception of the world around us could
derive from a million different things
that we are both aware and unaware
of that occur in our lifetime. The
human mind is truly a mystery.
What is realistic? How realistic are
our goals? How realistic do we treat
our lifestyles? Are we even aware of
what realism is anymore?
Let’s move into the social media
department: a couple posts a picture of them smiling at about eight
months into their relationship. They
take a picture depicting what they
believe is a perfect embodiment of
their relationship. While we may
perceive this picture as perfect, their
reality may include fighting and constant debate. On the other hand, they
could be incredibly happy. But who
knows, right? There is no win without the fight. Either way, at that exact
moment, their happiness was existent
and beyond imaginable. Social media
continues to provide a prime example
of what our subconscious wants in
our lifetime; however, while happy
endings do exist, perfect ones do not.
Stay intact with reality. Keep the
realism as your right-hand man.
Romance is one of many examples
in which we attempt to force perfection into our lives because it’s
the easiest to change and easiest to
influence. Of course, our idealism of
perfection protrudes into our careers,
academics, social life and internal
feelings. Try not to be too blinded by
Hallmark movies and social media
influencers.

EDITORIAL

Energy independence
Renewable
energy the best
option for U.S.
BY ISD EDITORIAL BOARD
Nearly two weeks ago, a pair of
oil production facilities in S audi
Arabia were the target of attacks on
the Middle Eastern country. Though
Houthi rebels in Yemen have taken
credit, it is believed that Iran is behind
the attacks.
The attacks consisted of a small
number of drones and cruise missiles
that went undetected by air defense systems. The result was an immediate 20
percent jump in oil prices as Saudi Arabia
lost half of its oil production capabilities.
While that spike settled down around
a 10 percent increase, the attacks show
how important certain countries are to
maintaining cheap energy.
The United States actually went
rather unaffected by the lapse in crude
oil production as we don’t import a
high percentage of the crude oil we
use. But the attacks still raise concerns.
Saudi Arabia is an ally of the United
States and as such is allowed to purchase

many of the weapons and defense systems our military utilizes, the very systems that failed to recognize the attacks
and counter them. Even more frightening, U.S. troops were in Saudi Arabia
during the attacks, leading to questions
about our ability to protect our own.
The government has actually gone
as far as to look into purchasing a foreign defense system as the U.S. doesn’t
currently have a system designed to
defend against the type of attacks Saudi
Arabia suffered.
So what would happen if the United
S tates suff ered a ser ies of drone
and missile attacks on our energ y
infrastructure?
We’ve done an incredible job as a
countr y of diversifying our energy
generation, meaning a series of physical attacks is unlikely to have catastrophic effects. However, we are still
susceptible.
Cyber attacks on our power grid
put the entire country at risk because
regardless of the method of generation,
we ultimately use electricity to power
our country.
So how do we protect ourselves from
attacks on our energy independence beyond
making our own energy using a variety of
methods in a plethora of locations?
The key is to generate power closer

to the end target. This further diversifies the location and method of power
generation to enable more parts of the
country to remain powered even if
attacks are successful.
Now, it’s true; not everyone can have
a coal-fired power plant in their backyard. Nor would you want to… but you
can have a solar roof or hydroelectric
generator or a wind farm.
Rene wable energ y off ers many
advantages over coal, gas and nuclear
generated electricity. One could argue
that renewable energy’s biggest advantage has nothing to do with global
warming or emissions at all.
Decentralizing our power supply is
an incredibly effective way in strategically defending ourselves domestically. It encourages citizens to be self
sufficient, or at least less reliant on
highly vulnerable systems by putting
the power (no pun intended) back in
the hands of local authorities who can
better understand the intricacies and
needs of individual areas.
Making the switch to green energy
doesn’t have to be solely an environmental issue. The global society we
live in means that changing one aspect
of our lives will have an impact on
another, and if green energy means
we’re safer, it sounds like a win-win.
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Big 12 race ‘wide open’
BY JOHN.MILLER
@iowastatedaily.com
The Big 12 teams have concluded
their non-conference schedules and
the time has come for conference play
to begin. The first games between the
Big 12 teams begin Thursday.
Last year, six Big 12 teams qualified for the NCAA Tournament. That
number put the conference in a tie for
third for bids by conference.
While the conference is a little
down in terms of rankings this year,
it is still chock full of competition
throughout.
According to the latest United
Soccer Coaches poll, there are three
ranked teams and two teams receiving votes.
“It is wide open as far as who could
win the conference,” said Iowa State
coach Tony Minatta.
Let’s take a dive into each team’s
strengths and weaknesses heading into
conference play.

run it up. Their 69 corner kicks and
shot percentage of .179 lead the Big
12. This means that not only are they
getting deep into enemy territory, but
they are capitalizing on their chances.
The Cowgirls also have shown their
powers on the defensive side, shutting
out six Big 12-leading opponents.
Biggest concern: Although they
have not lost, the Cowgirls tied against
Oklahoma and SMU. Their struggles
against lower-ranked non-conference
opponents put them in danger of an
upset. Oklahoma State has not played
stellar competition thus far, bringing
about a concern of durability for the
team. In the Big 12 schedule where
every game could be a battle, the
Cowgirls may wear down and give
away a game or two they shouldn’t.

CAITLIN YAMADA/ IOWA STATE DAILY
The Iowa State Soccer team faced Omaha on Sept. 8. The Cyclones won 1-0. Iowa State begins Big 12 play
Firday against West Virginia at 6 p.m.

TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY

TEXAS TECH
UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS

KANSAS
Record: 8-2
Coach: Mark Francis, 21st season
National rank: No. 17
Big 12 Media Day projection: Sixth
Team strength: The Jayhawks boast
the second highest goals against average (GAA) with .60. They have
allowed six goals in ten games so far.
At a conference low amount of saves
with 21, it shows that there isn’t a lot
of pressure being put on their goalie.
Kansas has done a solid job thus far of
not allowing offensive attacks to put
shots on goal.
Biggest concern: Kansas has not
put up the offensive numbers of the
other ranked teams in the Big 12. For a
team as highly ranked as the Jayhawks,
2.1 goals per game is not going to cut
it. The Jayhawks may rely on their
defense too much, which could lead to
scoreless droughts. Because they’re in
a conference with high-scoring teams
such as Texas Tech and Oklahoma
State, Kansas can not afford to get
behind early.

Record: 8-1
Coach: Tom Stone, 13th season
National rank: No. 25
Big 12 Media Day projection: Fifth
Team strength: The Red Raiders
lead the Big 12 in total shots (160)
and goals (27). Their shot percentage of .169 ranks second in the conference. Against Diego State earlier
in the season, Texas Tech scored an
astonishing six goals. The Red Raiders
have also put up four goals three times.
With the offensive attack that Texas
Tech boasts, the Red Raiders will certainly be difficult to contain.
Biggest concern: Texas Tech has 19
assists on the season. For a team that
scores at the high rate they do, thae
number is a little concerning. It means
Texas Tech is often dribbling through
multiple defenders instead of passing
to goals. While they have been able to
succeed during the early season with
this method, it could be more difficult
to do against tougher Big 12 conference opponents.

TEXAS CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY

TCU
OKLAHOMA STATE UNIVERSITY

OKLAHOMA STATE
Record: 7-0-2
Coach: Colin Carmichael, 15th
season
National rank: No. 18
Big 12 Media Day projection:
Seventh
Team strength: The Cowgirls of
Oklahoma State also possess one of
the most potent offensive attacks in
the Big 12. With 24 goals through
nine games, they have the ability to

Record: 6-3
Coach: Eric Bell, eighth season
National rank: unranked (three
votes)
Big 12 Media Day projection:
fourth
Team strength: Along with the likes
of Texas Tech and Oklahoma State,
TCU boasts a top-of-the-line offensive attack for the conference. They
have scored 23 goals (third) on the year
on 149 shots (second). TCU has been
able to consistently score from halfto-half, making that offense tough to
contain. The Horned Frogs can score

with the best of them, which will help
them in conference play.
Biggest concern: Defense is a concern for the Horned Frogs. Eleven
goals through nine games is not ideal,
especially when they are projected to
finish near the top of the conference.
Their save percentage of .784 ranks
third in the conference, leading to
more shots on goal than desired. TCU
will need to tighten up their back-line
defense to be in top contention.

game where it came down to the final
minutes.

BAYLOR UNIVERSITY

BAYLOR

WEST VIRGINIA UNIVERSITY

WEST VIRGINIA
Record: 5-3-1
Coach: Nikki Izzo-Brown, 24th
season
National rank: unranked (two votes)
Big 12 Media Day projection: first
Team strength: The Mountaineers’
three losses on the year have come
against three top-15 ranked opponents. That said, their record and
stats can be a little misleading. Their
tie came in a tight 1-1 game against
No. 8 Penn State. Nevertheless,
West Virginia has shown that it can
blow teams out. The team defeated
Stony Brook by a score of 6-1. The
Mountaineers have talent on both
sides of the ball, as shown by their preseason projection. If the team can work
out the kinks of a few lineup changes,
it will be right in the mix.
Biggest concern: On the flip side,
in games against highly ranked opponents the Mountaineers gave up too
many goals to win. Against No. 3
Stanford and No. 15 Georgetown,
the team gave up three in each game.
With a save percentage of .667 (tied
for lowest in the Big 12), the team
hopes to limit the shots they are allowing in the future. While they have seen
great competition, it will be interesting
to see if they can sustain defensively.
West Virginia has not had a close

Record: 4-2-3
Coach: Paul Jobson, 11th season
National rank: unranked
Big 12 Media Day projection:
second
Team strength: Baylor has been one
of the most consistent teams across
the board so far. The Bears are toward
the middle of the pack in goals scored
and opponent goals allowed.The Bears
showed that consistency as they were
able to tie against No. 2 USC 2-2. If
they are able to keep their level of play
similar throughout the game, it will
make them tough to beat.
Biggest concern: With consistency comes the concern of being
able to generate a run. In the Big 12
Conference, goals will not come easy.
Baylor could be in for a battle in most
of its games. While there may be some
tough games for every team, it has
appeared that the Bears are especially
prone to playing teams close, whether
they be ranked higher or lower than
them. For the Bears, their strength
could easily turn into their biggest
weakness.

THE UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA

OKLAHOMA
Record: 5-3-2
Coach: Matt Potter, eighth season

National rank: unranked
Big 12 Media Day projection:
eighth
Team strength: Half of Oklahoma’s
games throughout the year have
gone to overtime. The Sooners won
two, lost two and tied one. Three of
those went into double overtime.
The Sooners have had to battle to
earn some wins so far. Other teams
in the conference have not had that
edge. The close games that the team
went through are sure to help them
going forward.
Biggest concern: The Sooners lead
the conference with a staggering 116
fouls. The team has been administered nine yellow cards thus far. With
players getting in foul trouble, it could
shift the momentum of the game
easily. Not to mention that Oklahoma
is not stellar offensively. It can be
tough to recover from those mistakes.
The Sooners will need to cut back on
the fouls in order to be toward the top
of the conference.

UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS

TEXAS
Record: 5-4
Coach: Angela Kelly, eighth
season
National rank: unranked
Big 12 Media Day projection:
third
Team strength: Texas has been
adept at limiting its fouls this year.
The Longhorns have a conference
low of 64. They also have only been
awarded one yellow card on the
season thus far. For a team that has
the potential to be an under-the-radar pick, the Longhorns do a great
job of playing clean. If they can continue to keep the flow of the game
going in their direction, good things
should happen for the Longhorns.
Biggest concern: With a save
percentage of .667 (tied for lowest

SOCCER
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Yam Haus to bring music mix
BY CARIANN.RASMUSSEN
@iowastatedaily.com
Up-and-coming indie pop band
Yam Haus has risen out of the
Minneapolis music scene since
they released their first album,
“Stargazer,” in June of 2018. Th e
group has gained recognition
after performing alongside wellknown artists including Kacey
Musgraves and Jason Mraz at the
2019 Basilica Block Party in July,
as well as with local artists such as
Flora Cash and Semisonic.
Yam Haus is set to perform at
the M-Shop on Friday.
Shortly after “Stargazer” made
its debut, the band also released a
full-length acoustic version of the
album, titled “Stargazer Sessions.”
Having acoustic versions of their
originally kinetic, pop-tempo singles allows them to cater to the
more intimate vibe and space of
smaller “hole in the wall” type
venues.
“Acoustic is more my wheelhouse,” said Lars Pruitt, lead vocalist and guitarist of Yam Haus.
“Songwriting, that’s how I started
performing; it was more of ‘Oh, I
have my acoustic guitar and that’s
it, that ’s my heartbeat for how
to play and perform music.’ But
I think both [versions] ser ve a

COURTESY OF SUB
Yam Haus is an Minneapolis-based band blending indie pop, rock-and-roll, hip-hop and folk. The group will
perform in the Maintenance Shop Friday evening.

purpose and there’s a place for
both.”
Yam Haus’s stylistic diversity
doesn’t end with their acoustic
album. One of their new singles
released this year is called “The

Thrill,” which exercises electronic
sounds and instrumentals paired
with hypnotic, pulsing beats to
create a very groovy track. This
song easily ties in with the components of their debut record.

Their other new single
“Simplicity” is equally “feel-good”
music and maintains a peppy
rhythm but starkly contrasts to
“Th e Th rill” in terms of the tone.
“Simplicity” achieves a bright and

springy sound with thoughtfully
rising and falling gentle vocals.
Pruitt shared there is much more
to look forward to from the band
in the near future. He expressed
the amount of energy and time the
group has been devoting to working on new songs and said they
are currently fully immersed in the
creative process.
“We are in the midst of so much
music right now, like truly in the
midst of I would say 17, 18 or 19
different song demos and that
includes just songs we thought
were good enough that we recorded
them down into decently listenable
versions,” Pruitt said.
Students planning to attend
Friday evening’s concert can expect
an energetic performance from the
humble, Minnesota-based musicians and are invited to embrace
the band’s message of love, acceptance, kindness and peace — and
to feel free to dance and move like
nobody’s watching.
“I want them to feel the sensation of ‘Oh my gosh, I don’t care
how I’m dancing and I don’t care
if it looks cool, I’m just enjoying
moving my body and tapping my
feet,” Pruitt said. “That’s sort of
a challenging place for people to
get to and I want to help them
get there.”

Greg Laswell displays talent
and personality at the M-Shop
BY LYDIA.WEDE
@iowastatedaily.com

220 Main www.amessilversmithing.com
Downtown Ames
515-232-0080
515-232-0080
www.amessilversmithing.com

220 Main

Threats of inclement weather, including an
active tornado watch, did not stop people from
attending the Greg Laswell concert Tuesday
night in the M-Shop.
Donning a black trucker cap instead of his
signature fedora, Laswell started his set off with
energetic tune “Dodged a Bullet.” Right of the
bat, Laswell and his ensemble established their
ability to have eccentric vocal harmonies and
an animated stage presence.
The most impressive characteristic of the
song “Your Ghost” is how Laswell’s voice is
showcased. As a baritone vocal type, he seems
most comfortable in his lower sultry range. Yet,
in this piece, he experiments with his upper
falsetto tones and even includes some purposeful voice cracks to display his emotional
involvement. This demonstrates the amount of
control that Laswell has over his voice beyond
being in tune.
“Royal Empress” was a crowd favorite. Since
this song has been commonly performed in two
different styles, Laswell decided to include both
versions in Tuesday’s performance. His first
style was more of the typical Laswell sound
with exposed vocals and piano accompaniment.
In the section rendition, the tone was completely flipped. The soulful ballad turned into a
groovy, toe-tapping song, which everyone could
enjoy without the emotional baggage attached
to the more morose approach.
Before singing “Super Moon,” Laswell took
a few minutes to bare his soul to the crowd
and spoke about his personal tragedies. He
explained how fans tend to use his songs to
overcome their own sorrows.
“Pain is relative,” Laswell said. “And that’s
what connects us.”
The set ends with Laswell’s rendition of
Cyndi Lauper’s “Girls Just Want To Have

Fun.” He begins with a psychedelic piano tune
that bears little to no resemblance to the song,
yet somehow seamlessly morphs into the verse.
Laswell takes an upbeat pop song and creates a
somber reflection on gender in his cover of the
popular ’80s song.
If forced to find a fault with Laswell’s performance, it would be the predictable formula
many, but not all, of his songs follow. They start
with a beautiful piano melody with exposed
vocals, and then at the climactic point of the
piece, the band kicks in with abrupt aggressiveness. After hearing this pattern several times in
one night, it can sound overused.
Laswell’s accompaniment was especially
gifted. The drummer refused to play the standard, boring rock beat. He used a unique combination of kick drum and cymbal crashes to
differentiate each song section from the other.
The bass player created the pulse that synced
the heartbeats of those in the audience and
combined his vocals for intricate harmonies.
Meanwhile, the guitar player was featured in
several solos and provided a lot of the instrumental mood-lighting within the set. The
accompaniment can make or break a song, and
this set of musicians definitely added much of
the appeal to Laswell’s music.
Throughout the night, Laswell was relatable,
humorous and an all-around nice person, but
actions speak louder than words.
In the front row, right in front of Laswell’s
piano, was a couple who had been married for
just over four years. During the show, they
mentioned how one of Laswell’s songs was a
part of their wedding. Unfortunately, their song
was not a part of the original setlist. Laswell
heard about this and decided to do a special
encore just for them and sang their song. By
doing so, he proved that his fans meant more to
him than just a paycheck. It was such a sincere
and intimate moment for the entire audience.
Many left the M-Shop with teary eyes.
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traveled,” said Cassandra Olesen, senior in
journalism and mass communication. “I really
liked that ‘cause there’s such an emphasis on
the local element. It was good to see where the
food came from.”
RJ Green, strategic planner with the office
of sustainability, said the Local Food Festival
is a way to promote awareness of all the local
food that Iowa has to offer.
“We’ve also got a lot of good student organizations that are doing a lot of sustainability
initiatives,” Green said. “[...] we’re really stoked
to get this many organizations together in one
place, raise a profile of our sustainability efforts
and our efforts to the community too; every
vendor at this event has come from Iowa.”
The Local Food Festival is all about sharing the importance of local food and how to
source sustainable food. Those who attended
the festival were able to walk around to any
organization they wanted to learn more about.
Green said some of the student organizations, such as the Sustainable Agriculture
Student Association (SASA) and the ISU
Good Earth Student Farm, grow their own
food. The organizations work to share information about food, including where it comes
from and the other aspects of it.
Iowa is a great place to produce locally
grown products as much of it is farmland. Also,
not only farms or larger organizations can produce these products. Everyone can participate
by having their own garden and paying attention to food labels.
“You do the environment a big favor by
planting a garden every year — even if it’s just
native plants — but you yourself can grow a lot
of your own food and it’s not that hard,” Green
said. “We live in the bread basket of the world,
we stand on the most fertile soil in the country.
It’s very easy to just throw some seeds in the
ground and have peppers, tomatoes, whatever
you like at the end of the summer with not a
whole lot of effort, just a little bit of water, a
little bit of love.”
Some students experienced the festival
almost by accident as they stopped by after
noticing all of the tents. Leah Cosgrove, senior
in kinesiology and health, did just that along
with Olesen.

SOCCER
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in the Big 12), the Longhorns
look to limit the shots they are
taking from the other team. This
calls into question how well the
team can handle a multitude of
shots from the opponent. Texas’
28 saves on the season is third
lowest in the conference. While
this is usually a good thing, the
low save percentage means the
L onghorns are letting more
goals go by when shots head
their way.

Cosgrove and Olesen walked through the
tents and talked with a few organizations. They
learned how each organization takes part in
providing local products for Iowa State. The
food festival encouraged students to think all
areas of food.
“I think in everything nowadays it’s very
much production, how we can cut down on
things,” Cosgrove said. “We realize that local
is better in terms of food production and
transportation and stuff and so I think just the
way things are going, it’s important to realize
that there are things here in Iowa that we can
choose to eat that you don’t have to get from
some place really far away, and it cuts down
on everything.”
Sustainability was a significant topic of the
Local Food Festival. Iowa State encourages
its students to be aware of living sustainability
and Iowa State faculty and staff members are
advocating for “greener” events.
Ayodeji Oluwalana, recycling and special
events coordinator in the facilities planning
and management department, organized services for the festival and supervised it to ensure
the event ran smoothly.
“This year we’re providing — alongside trash
cans — recycling cans for the Local Food
Festival just to make sure we divert as much
waste as possible,” Oluwalana said.
Oluwalana said he and his team hope event
organizers can think of ways to make their
events zero waste and they can email recycling@iastate.edu if they want to reduce the
waste during the events.
The Local Food Festival also offered a
unique opportunity to students: eating a
cricket. Shelby Smith, from Gym-N-Eat
Crickets, had a table at the festival to inform
students of the nutritional value of crickets and
supplied free cricket samples.
“So crickets are between 60 and 70 percent
protein by dry weight, so double the protein
of beef,” Smith said. They have more iron than
spinach, more calcium than milk, good source
of vitamin B12, Omega 6 and 3. Takes a fraction of food, water and land to raise the same
amount of protein in crickets than it would for
a cow, pig or chicken.”
The crickets available came in several flavors
including smokey bbq and ranch. Those brave
enough to taste test the bugs were given an “I

which is a huge part of the game.
While the Wildcats have not been
able to cash in on those opportunities, they are there nonetheless.
If the Wildcats can find a way to
convert on those chances, they will
see a rise in their rankings.
Biggest concern: Kansas State
has allowed a conference leading with 15 goals throughout the
year. Simply put, the Wildcats
cannot beat opponents if they are
giving up more goals than scoring.
They will need to step it up on the
defensive end to have a chance of
contending.

KANSAS STATE UNIVERSITY

KANSAS STATE
Record: 2-5-2
Coach: Mike Dibbini, 14th
season
National rank: unranked
Big 12 Media Day projection:
10th
Team strength: For having a
2-5-2 record, the Wildcats have
been able to put up shots on goal.
Their 164 shots so far is fourth
in the conference. Kansas State
seems to be controlling the ball,

IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY

IOWA STATE
Record: 3-6
Coach: Tony Minatta, sixth
season
National rank: unranked
Big 12 Media Day projection:
ninth
Team strength: Iowa State
has played one of the toughest non-conference schedules
in the nation. With opponents
such as No. 4 UCLA and No.

CAITLIN YAMADA/ IOWA STATE DAILY
The ISU local food fair took place Sept. 25 on Central Campus. Each vendor had a sign stating how
far away the food is from. Old Capitol Foods Co. offered samples of tofu from 133 miles away.

ate a cricket” sticker.
The Local Food Festival also provided students with the opportunity of joining the
organizations.
Clayton Mills, sophomore in computer science, signed up for the Iowa Farmers Union
after learning about the organization at their
tent.
“It seemed pretty interesting and I guess
kind of on a whim,” Mills said. “I like to participate in things [...] If it seems interesting
and something that I might enjoy doing, I
go for it.”
Mills said going through the tents showed
him just how much agriculture representation
Iowa State has to offer.
“Not being in any agriculture major, this
definitely informed me on a lot of stuff,”
Mills said. “So this is definitely an experience
to go to.”
The faculty and staff that organized the

11 Memphis, the Cyclones have
already seen tough competition.
Some of their opponents that
were unranked are in the top
50 of the Ratings Percentage
Index (RPI). Against those
tough teams, Iowa State showed
glimpses of shine. It is evident
the Cyclones are executing better
than they were at the start of
the season. The team has already
gone through the rigors of a
tough schedule week in and week
out, which can only benefit them
going into conference play.
Biggest concern: The Cyclones
have struggled to put two consistent halves together all season
long. W ith a slew of lineup
changes, they are struggling to
find a rhythm early in the season.
The youth of the team (11 freshmen) also brings adjustment
concerns to Big 12 play. The
Cyclones have only scored six
goals on the year. The Cyclones
will not win games if they cannot
score.
“ We’ve gone through a lot
of adversity and seen ups and
downs so we need to learn from
those especially as a young team,
and not do those things in conference play,” Minatta said. “If we
do that, we have enough quality
on the field that we will be inevery game.”

VOTING

event were enthusiastic about the festival’s purpose and were there to answer any questions
people had and help them navigate the tents.
“It’s a delicious and informative event that
celebrates all of our local food and the producers that give us this delicious local food,”
said Merry Rankin, program manager in the
facilities planning and management department and director of sustainability. “We’re just
super excited to offer this to students and to
make those connections so hopefully they’ll
continue to seek out our local producers and
support our local economy and those that we
depend upon so much.”
The Local Food Festival got its start in 2015
as a collaboration effort with the Farm, Food
and Enterprise Development Program, ISU
Dining, ISU’s Live Green! Initiative, the ISU
Sustainable Agriculture Student Association
and more, according to Iowa State’s Farm,
Food and Enterprise Development website.
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Hayat Sumael, the president of the
organization and a sophomore in criminal justice studies, said she thinks the
voter turnout increase at Iowa State is
“amazing.”
“[O]ur voting rate is a little above the
national average,” Sumael said. “We still
have a little work to do because we are
still under 50 percent, but I’m hoping
our civic engagement efforts on campus
will make Iowa State’s voting rate even
higher especially with the 2020 elections coming. I definitely see it going
up from here!”
Karen Kedrowski, director of the
Carrie Chapman Catt Center for Women
and Politics and the club’s adviser, said the
2018 election saw a record voter turnout
increase — climbing to a rate near that
of presidential elections.
“The turnout rate for college students
is slightly higher than for all young
voters (39% nationally), which I don’t
find surprising,” Kedrowski said in an
email. “Voter turnout is highly correlated
with education. ISU’s voter turnout rate
(40.6%) is slightly higher than for all
colleges, which I find gratifying.”
Mack Shelley, Iowa State professor and chair of the political science
department, said President Donald
Trump has activated support among
voters on both sides of the partisan
divides, generating higher turnout
among those who support him and

those who do not.
Shelley said those who do not support
Trump could be voting, for example,
based on the fear of another four years of
him as president, and he spoke of push
and pull factors. Those who are inclined
to support Democrats are pulled to support those candidates by their shared
values and ideology, Shelley said.
“The doubling of voter turnout by
younger voters — you could argue that
had a lot to do with the fact that there
was a perception that Trump was a
threat to a mindset or way of life, or the
general approach to [...] everything.”
Shelley said. “That’s kind of the push
factor [to turning out to vote].”
Many voters are “unhappy” with the
current administration and voted for
Democrats either in protest or to block
policies, Kedrowski said.
“There is quite a lot of evidence that
this contributed to increased voter
turnout in 2018,” Kedrowski said. I
also think that young people are especially motivated by particular issues
that were salient in the last election: the
environment, education, and gun violence in particular, and in some regions,
immigration. In addition, many college
campuses are [...] becoming intentional
about encouraging students to vote and
to educate them on candidates and elections. Iowa State is among them, and I
applaud the work of Kelly Winfrey and
the students she worked with to increase
voter turnout at ISU.”

