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! This is an interactive tutorial on human population. You will need a 
piece of paper and something to write with. I will pause after each 
question so that you can write down the answer.

! This tutorial follows the university accessibility guidelines: all the 
information in the tutorial’s audio is written on the slides.

! This is a pre quiz designed to assess your preexisting knowledge of 
the subject.



How many people live on our planet?



How many people live on our planet?

a) 9.5 billion
b) 7.8 billion
c) 50 million
d) 1.3 billion



How many people live on our planet?

a) 9.5 billion
b) 7.8 billion
c) 50 million
d) 1.3 billion

https://www.census.gov/popclock/



If you count once each second, how many 
years would it take to count to 8 billion?
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If you count once each second, how many 
years would it take to count to 8 billion?
a) 30 years
b) 2 years
c) 10 years
d) 240 years 



How many people do we add to our global 
population each year?



How many people do we add to our global 
population each year?
a) 80 million
b) 120,000
c) 1 million
d) 500,000
e) 100 million



How many people do we add to our global 
population each year?
a) 80 million
b) 120,000
c) 1 million
d) 500,000
e) 100 million

Withgott and Laposata, 2019



How long did it take our population to grow 
from 6.8 billion to 7.8 billion?



How long did it take our population to grow 
from 6.8 billion to 7.8 billion?
a) 130 years
b) 12 years
c) 3 years
d) 56 years 



How long did it take our population to grow 
from 6.8 billion to 7.8 billion?
a) 130 years
b) 12 years
c) 3 years
d) 56 years

It took us only 12 years to add the last billion.

Withgott and Laposata, 2019



What is the current population of the U.S.?



What is the current population of the U.S.?

a) 1.2 billion
b) 140 million
c) 332 million
d) 995 million



What is the current population of the U.S.?

a) 1.2 billion
b) 140 million
c) 332 million
d) 995 million

https://www.census.gov/popclock/
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What is the world’s most populous country? 

a) China
b) India
c) Brazil
d) U.S.
e) Russia
f) Indonesia



What is the world’s most populous country?
a) China (1.4 billion)
b) India (1.3 billion)
c) Brazil (213 million)
d) U.S. (332 million)
e) Russia (142 million)
f) Indonesia (275 million)

The demographers predict that India will soon surpass 
China.

https://www.census.gov/popclock/



When did China introduce a three-child 
policy?



When did China introduce a three-child 
policy?
a) 1980
b) 2016
c) 2021
d) 1992



When did China introduce a three-child 
policy?
a) 1980
b) 2016
c) 2021
d) 1992

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/31/world/asia/china-three-child-
policy.html

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/31/world/asia/china-three-child-policy.html


How many people live in Iowa?
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How many people live in Iowa?

a) 1.2 million
b) 890,000
c) 10 million
d) 3.2 million

https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/IA



What is Iowa’s population density? (# of 
people per square mile) 



What is Iowa’s population density? (# of 
people per square mile) 
a) 17 people per square mile
b) 57 people per square mile
c) 23 people per square mile 
d) 3 people per square mile 



What is Iowa’s population density? (# of 
people per square mile) 
a) 17 people per square mile
b) 57 people per square mile
c) 23 people per square mile 
d) 3 people per square mile 

3.2 million / 56,276 square miles
https://www.netstate.com/states/tables/st_size.htm

https://www.netstate.com/states/tables/st_size.htm


What is the most populated city on our 
planet?



What is the most populated city on our 
planet?
a) New York
b) Tokyo
c) Mexico City
d) Mumbai
e) Shanghai



What is the most populated city on our 
planet?
a) New York
b) Tokyo
c) Mexico City
d) Mumbai
e) Shanghai

The population of Tokyo is ~ 37 million people.

https://www.visualcapitalist.com/most-populous-cities-in-the-world/

https://www.visualcapitalist.com/most-populous-cities-in-the-world/


Where will most population growth occur in 
the next few decades? 



Where will most population growth occur in 
the next few decades? 
a) In rural areas in developed countries 
b) In urban areas in developed countries 
c) In rural areas in developing countries 
d) In urban areas in developing countries 



Where will most population growth occur in 
the next few decades? 
a) In rural areas in developed countries 
b) In urban areas in developed countries 
c) In rural areas in developing countries 
d) In urban areas in developing countries 

Lester Brown, 2012



According to the United Nations Population 
Division, the global population is likely to reach 
______ by 2050.



According to the United Nations Population 
Division, the global population is likely to reach 
______ by 2050.

a) 12 billion
b) 9.8 billion
c) 15 billion
d) 17.5 billion



According to the United Nations Population 
Division, the global population is likely to reach 
______ by 2050.
a) 12 billion
b) 9.8 billion
c) 15 billion
d) 17.5 billion

Withgott and Laposata, 2019
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What factors allow us to expand our carrying 
capacity? 
a) Technological innovations 
b) Better medical care, especially immunizations 
c) Improvements in sanitation 
d) Improvements in agricultural production 
e) All of the above 



What factors allow us to expand our carrying 
capacity? 
a) Technological innovations 
b) Better medical care, especially immunizations 
c) Improvements in sanitation 
d) Improvements in agricultural production 
e) All of the above 



What do you think is the current total fertility rate 
(average number of children born per woman 
during her life) in the US? 

Withogtt and Laposata, 2019, p. 127



What do you think is the current total fertility rate 
(average number of children born per woman 
during her life) in the US? 
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What is the current total fertility rate in 
Europe? 



What is the current total fertility rate in 
Europe? 
a) 1.53 
b) 2.10
c) 1.39
d) 3.08



What is the current total fertility rate in 
Europe? 
a) 1.53 
b) 2.10
c) 1.39
d) 3.08

The population of Europe is also declining.

ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-eurostat-news/-/ddn-20210323-2



What is the current total fertility rate in 
Africa? 



What is the current total fertility rate in 
Africa? 
a) 2.30
b) 3.45
c) 4.32
d) 7.86



What is the current total fertility rate in 
Africa? 
a) 2.30
b) 3.45
c) 4.32
d) 7.86

afd.fr/en/actualites/dramatic-drop-fertility-across-africa



What factors tend to decrease the total 
fertility rate? 
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What is the average global life expectancy?



What is the average global life expectancy?

a) 89 years
b) 67 years
c) 71 years
d) 82 years
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What is the percentage of the world’s resources 
used by the richest 1/5 of the global population?
a) 20%
b) 85%
c) 40%
d) 34%
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d) 34%

Withgott and Laposata, 2019



Additional Resources

• Documentary 8 Billion Angels, 2020, directed by Victor Velle
• Darrell Bricker and John Ibbitson, 2019, Empty Planet: The Shock of 

Global Population Decline
• Steven Philip Kramer, 2014, The Other Population Crisis: What 

Governments Can Do about Falling Birth Rates
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